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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice to Applicant 

1 . Claims 1-27 are pending. Claims 1-20, 23, 24, and 27 have been examined. 
Claim 1 is amended. Claims 21 , 22, 25, and 26 are withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 01/29/2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant notes that Joao generates a diagnosis accompanied by 
"information regarding providers and/or facilities for obtaining treatment..." for the 
diagnosed condition (Joao col 26, Ins 11-38). Applicant asserts however that this does 
not teach certain features of exemplary claim 1 . In response, the Examiner respectfully 
disagrees. 

First, Joao expressly teaches storage of medical practice and attribute 
information associated with a plurality of medical institutions. See Joao col 17, Ins 31- 
61 , where the database stores information on. for example, "treatment information," 
"treatment centers," "healthcare institutions," "treatment costs," and "treatment 
mistakes." The Examiner considers these to be types of medical practice and attribute 
information associated with medical institutions. 

Note further that the system may receive search criteria in accordance with this 
stored information. See for example Joao col 25, Ins 25-42 where patient symptom 
information is entered and the system, part of which is constituted by the database, is 
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queried to generate a report including diagnostic and treatment information. The "report 
can be accompanied by... information regarding... faciities for obtaining treatment...," 
Joao: col 26, Ins 12-16. Thus the system has searched the database based on 
symptom criteria and delivered a report which recommends treatments and includes 
information regarding facilities known to provide the treatments associated with the 
diagnosis. The Examiner considers this to meet the features recited in the exemplary 
claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

4. Claims 1-20, 23, 24, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Joao (US Pat# 6,283,761 , hereinafter Joao). 

As per claims 1,9, 18, and 20, Joao discloses a medical practice information storage 
and searching system (Joao: [0009]) comprising: 

a medical practice information storage unit for receiving attribute information and 
medical practice information of a plurality of medical institutions from the plurality 
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of medical institutions through a communication line (Joao: col 17, Ins 31-61; 
Figs 1 and 2, item 10H; col 19, Ins 40-46; col 24, Ins 49-62); 

a searching criteria receiving unit for receiving, through the communication line, 
searching criteria in accordance with which the attribute and medical practice 
information stored in the medical practice information storage unit is searched for 
(Joao: col 24, In 63 to col 25, In 40; Figs 7A and 7B); 

and 

an information delivery unit for searching for the attribute and medical practice 
information in the medical practice information storage unit in accordance with 
the searching criteria received by the searching criteria receiving unit, and for 
delivering the searched attribute information and medical practice information 
through the communication line (Joao: col 25, In 40 to col 26, In 40; Figs 7A and 
7B). 

As per claim 2, Joao discloses a medical practice information storage and searching 
system according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

a medical institution information storage unit for receiving medical institution 
information, identifying a particular medical institution from among the plurality of 
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medical institutions, from the plurality of medical institutions through the 
communication lines (Joao: col 17, Ins 31-61; Figs 1 and 2, item 10H; col 19, Ins 
40-46; col 24, Ins 49-62); 

a medical institution searching criteria receiving unit for receiving, through the 
communication line, searching criteria in accordance with which the medical 
institution information stored in the medical institution information storage unit is 
searched for (Joao: col 24, In 63 to col 25, In 40; Figs 7A and 7B); 

and 

a medical institution information delivery unit for searching for the medical 
institution information in the medical institution information storage unit in 
accordance with the searching criteria received by the medical institution 
searching criteria receiving unit, and for delivering the searched medical 
institution information through the communication line (Joao: col 25, In 40 to col 
26, In 40; Figs 7A and 7B); 

Note: Several of the following claims recite the same three general components of 
claims 1 and 2, namely 

i. an information storage unit 

ii. a searching criteria receiving unit, and 
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iii. an information delivery unit 
associated with a specific feature. In the following rejections of the claims, rather than 
repeating the entire language of the claim, the specific feature will be listed, and 
relevant passages will be provided. Note further that the reference discloses a 
computerized system, thus it should be presumed that the information concerning the 
specific feature is stored, searchable, and deliverable by the features taught by the 
reference mentioned for claims 1 and 2 above. 

As per claim 3, Joao discloses the medical practice information storage and searching 
system according to claim 2, further comprising: 

geographic information(Joao: col 17, Ins 13-24, Fig 2, item 10H). 

As per claim 4, Joao discloses a medical practice information storage and searching 
system according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

request acceptance information (Joao: col 25, Ins 10-40; Fig 7A). 

As per claim 5, Joao discloses a medical practice information storage and searching 
system according to claim 1 , further comprising: 
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personal information (Joao: col 16, Ins 42-65). 

As per claim 6, Joao discloses a medical practice information storage and searching 
system according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

transport information (Joao: col 24, Ins 49-62; Fig 1). 

As per claim 7, Joao discloses a medical practice information storage and searching 
system according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

food-service company information (Joao: col 19, Ins 40-53; col 24, Ins 44-48; col 
26, Ins 20-40; Figs 7A and 7B). 

As per claim 8, Joao discloses a medical practice information storage and searching 
system according to claim 1 , further comprising: 

life insurance information (Joao: col 16, Ins 33-65). 

As per claim 10 and 12, Joao discloses a medical practice information storage and 
searching system according to claim 9, wherein the medical service record information 
storage block stores 
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patient count information (Joao: col 17, In 62 to col 18, In 20; col 31 , In 65 to col 
32, In 28). 

As per claim 11, Joao discloses a medical practice information storage and searching 
system according to claim 9, wherein the medical service record information storage 
block stores 

operation count information (Joao: col 17, Ins 25-61 ; col 30, In 48 to col 31 , In 
10). 

As per claim 13, Joao discloses a medical practice information storage and searching 
system according to claim 9, wherein the medical service record information storage 
block stores 

complete cure rate information (Joao: col 17, Ins 25-61). 

As per claim 14, Joao discloses a medical practice information storage and searching 
system according to claim 1 , wherein the medical practice information storage unit 
comprises 

study result information (Joao: col 17, Ins 25-61). 
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As per claim 15 and 16, Joao discloses a medical practice information storage and 
searching system according to claim 1, wherein the medical practice information 
storage unit comprises 

medical staff information (Joao: col 17, Ins 13-24). 

As per claim 17, Joao discloses a medical practice information storage and searching 
system according to claim 15, wherein the medical staff information storage block stores 

physicians' career information (Joao: col 30, Ins 63-67). 

As per claim 18, it is rejected for the same reasons provided above for claim 1 . 

As per claim 19, Joao discloses a medical practice information storage and searching 
system according to claim 1, wherein the medical practice information storage unit 
comprises 

medicine information (Joao: col 17, Ins 25-61). 
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As per claims 23 and 24, Joao discloses the medical practice information storage and 
searching system as set forth in claim 1, wherein the attribute information of the plurality 
of medical institutions includes 

local area information and type information (Joao: col 17, Ins 13-61 --24). 

As per claim 27, Joao discloses the medical practice information storage and 
searching system as set forth in claim 1 , further comprising: 

a plurality of local area information servers for handling local-area information, 
connected to a communication network (Joao: col 14, In 49 to col 15, In 53); 

and 

a general information management server that exchanges information with the 
plurality of local-area information servers to manage information (Joao: col 13, In 
29 to 38); 

wherein the plurality of local-area information servers are each connected to 
homes (Joao: col 14, In 49-53) that subscribe to a public communication provider 
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through a public communication line such as a cable (Joao: col 40, Ins 60-67) 
said local-area information servers connected as well to a local community 
medical institution group that comprises at least a general hospital or other 
community healthcare services provider (Joao: col 13, Ins 52-57), and 
pharmaceutical provider (Joao: col 19, In 40-45) in order to exchange information 
therewith via a dedicated line; 

and 

wherein the general information management server exchanges information with 
the plurality of local-area information servers via the public communication line 
(Joao: col 15, In 25-47), exchanges information with a plurality of transports via a 
dedicated line (Joao: col 24, Ins 49-62, Fig 1); 

and 

opens a homepage on the communication network to make available a variety of 
medical information relating to the local community medical institution group 
(Joao: col 15, Ins 18-25 and 59-65; col 20, Ins 28-33) and transport information 



Application/Control Number: 10/042,608 Page 12 

Art Unit: 3696 

derived from the plurality of transports obtained by the local-area information 
servers (Joao: col 24, Ins 49-62; Fig 1). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-26 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARTIN A. GOTTSCHALK whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7030. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri 8:30 - 5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Dixon can be reached on (571) 272-6803. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/M. A. G./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3696 



/Ella Colbert/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3696 



